Lathisms (Latinxs and Hispanics in Mathematical Sciences, www.lathisms.org) provides an accessible platform that features outstanding research, teaching, mentoring, and service contributions of Latinxs and Hispanics to the mathematical sciences. Since 2016, Lathisms has featured 91 mathematicians, who are highlighted one per day during US Hispanic Heritage Month, which runs from September 15 to October 15. This year, we are highlighting the work of Latinx and Hispanic mathematics educators.
The Lathisms honorees demonstrate a strong commitment to the advancement of Latinxs and Hispanics in the mathematical sciences, and we are excited to highlight their outstanding contributions. The 2019 Lathisms calendar continues this tradition and features mathematics educators, some of whom will be interviewed by Evelyn Lamb as part of our Lathisms podcast, made possible by the continued support of the Mathematical Association of America via a Tensor-SUMMA grant. New to the website this year are individual posters of each honoree, which will be freely available for download.
We present here the profiles of four of the 2019 Lathisms honorees. These honorees were selected to illus- outreach efforts, and professional development, she always strives to "pay it forward" by opening doors for others as her teachers did for her.
As a mathematics educator, Dr. Soto publishes in various areas of mathematics education, including assessment, mathematical preparation of elementary teachers, outreach programs for high school girls, and especially in the area of teaching and learning of undergraduate mathematics. Her current research efforts related to the teaching and learning of complex analysis inform how to teach the course by blending geometric and algebraic reasoning. In her research and teaching, Dr. Soto adopts an embodied cognition perspective, which is a philosophy asserting that learning is body-based. As such, she creates embodied activities designed to invoke mathematical reasoning through physical or virtual human body experiences.
Dr. Soto has facilitated professional development for K-16 teachers in Nebraska, Colorado, and California. In addition, she has taught teachers from rural Nebraska as part of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln NSF-funded project, Math in the Middle. As part of Project PROMESAS SSC (Pathways with Regional Outreach and Mathematics Excellence for Student Achievement in STEM), she provides professional development to collegiate teachers. This has been an opportunity for her to teach seasoned and novice teachers about rich mathematical tasks, student-centered learning, and sense of community-all with an eye towards equity in the mathematics classroom.
She is a long-time working member of the Mathematical Association of America and currently serves as the associate secretary. She is an editor of the MAA Instructional Practices Guide and the coordinator for SIGMAA RUME. Dr. Mesa's research investigates the role that resources play in developing teaching expertise in undergraduate mathematics, specifically at community colleges and in inquiry-based learning classrooms. Her overarching research goal is to understand how textbooks, instructors, and students interact in order to create opportunities for students to learn mathematics in postsecondary education. With that goal in mind, her work is located at the intersection of three fields of scholarly inquiry: undergraduate mathematics education, mathematics education writ large, and higher education. Through her research she seeks to contribute theoretically grounded, empirically based observations that provide the foundation for knowledge claims and insights that can guide reform of mathematics instruction in postsecondary institutions, with particular emphasis on the important and understudied area of community college mathematics education.
Dr. Mesa has collaborated in evaluation projects on the impact of innovative mathematics teaching practices for students in STEM fields. As part of the National Study Dr. Treviño's main research interest is number theory. His PhD dissertation, titled "Numerically Explicit Estimates for Character Sums," involves a blend of analytic number theory and some serious computing. He has worked on problems such as estimating the least quadratic nonresidue modulo a prime, the least inert prime in a real quadratic field, and other concrete inequalities. Besides number theory, he writes recreational mathematics papers, cares deeply about undergraduate research, and works every summer on research projects with undergraduates. His work has resulted in five coauthored papers with undergraduates.
With respect to teaching, Dr. Treviño has taught nearly two dozen distinct courses as a college professor, including courses such as Programming, Calculus, Abstract Algebra, Combinatorics, Number Theory, and Recreational Mathematics. He likes to incorporate ideas from recreational mathematics in all classes he teaches, with the aim of getting students to see the fun side of mathematics. He has also taught at the Ross Program Asia, a program aimed at high school students interested in advanced mathematics, and at Awesome Summer Camp, a summer math camp for mathematically strong middle school and high school students who want to learn mathematics through problem solving. immediately after completing his PhD, Dr. Álvarez took a postdoctoral position in mathematics education at the Charles A. Dana Center at The University of Texas at Austin. Dr. Álvarez is currently a professor of mathematics and Distinguished Teaching Professor at The University of Texas at Arlington and graduate director of the MA in Mathematics Program for secondary mathematics teachers. He is happily married to Dr. Minerva Cordero (also a mathematician), and they have two grown sons, Alex and Nicholas.
Vilma Mesa
Dr. Álvarez's research and professional interests are in mathematics education with a focus on mathematical problem solving, mathematics-specific technology, increasing access to mathematics through improved preparation of mathematics teachers, program development, and curriculum development. In the K-12 setting, he has been an essential contributor to the development and enhancement of mathematics standards and assessments for students and teachers.
Dr. Álvarez is an advocate for increasing access to STEM by improving teacher preparation, facilitating professional development opportunities for teachers, and promoting programs that enhance mathematical experiences at the K-12 and college level. Throughout his career, Dr. Álvarez has worked on several initiatives aimed at increasing the participation of historically underserved populations in of Calculus, in collaboration with the Mathematical Association of America and funded by the National Science Foundation, she was in charge of the two-year college case studies. Dr. Mesa collaborates with various practitioners and researchers in several federally funded grants investigating the quality of mathematics instruction at community colleges, the uses of open-source textbooks in university settings, and the transparency of programs supporting students in transitioning to Calculus 2 at minority-serving community colleges. Dr. Mesa's work in mathematics education has produced more than forty published research articles.
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Biography
Dr. James A. Mendoza Álvarez grew up on his family's farm near Saspamco, Texas, south of San Antonio. The story of his great grandparents' walk across the border from Mexico in 1890 and their tenacity in saving for ten years to purchase a "rancho" on wages of 25 cents per day in a nearby brick factory grounded his upbringing in the values of perseverance and hard work. Both his father, who emigrated from Spain in 1963, and his mother were school teachers who prioritized the pursuit of higher education. His mother's passion for teaching highly influenced his own desire to be an educator.
Dr. Álvarez earned his BS degree in mathematics and physics from Texas A&M University-Commerce and completed his PhD at The University of Texas. His passion for issues related to equity and access in mathematics fueled his move to research in mathematics education. Thus, 
